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Sarajevo assassination and confronted with BerchtokTs ap-
peal for support, made their decision. Toward Bulgaria
they agreed to adopt a new policy; and in regard to Serbia,
they stated, according to Szogyeny: "Austria must judge
what is to'be done to clear up her relation to Serbia; what-
ever Austria's decision may turn out to be, Austria can
count with certainty upon it, that Germany will stand be-
hind her as an ally and friend."52 They gave Austria a
free hand and made the grave mistake of putting the situa-
tion outside of their control into the hands of a man as
reckless and unscrupulous as Berchtold, They committed
themselves to a leap in the dark. They soon found them-
selves involved, as we shall see, in actions which they did
not approve, and by decisions which were taken against
their advice; but they could not seriously object and pro-
test—at least until the eleventh hour when it proved too
late—because they had pledged their support to Austria in
advance, and any hesitation on their part would only
weaken the Triple Alliance at a critical moment when it
most needed to be strong. The Kaiser and his advisers on
July 5 and 6 were not criminals plotting the World War;
they were simpletons putting "a noose about their necks"5S
and handing the other end of the rope to a stupid and
clumsy adventurer who now felt free to go as far as he
liked. In so doing they were incurring a grave responsi-
bility for what happened later.
62gzogyeny to Berchtold, July 6; A.RJB., I, 7; see above, at notes
19, 37, 39.
53 As the Kaiser himself noted frantically on July 30, after hearing
of Grey's warning, Eussian mobilization measures, and Berchtold's per-
sistent disregard of all proposed peaceful solutions: in addition to encircle-
ment by the Entente, "the stupidity and clumsbess of our ally has been
made a hangman's noose for us" [wird uns die Dummheit und Unge-
schicklichkeit unseres Verbiindeten aum Fallstrick gemacht]; KD., 401,

